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O ! ' Ald like to inform you of

you should protect your pet

A SON

each year from this potentially fatal disease.

JUST THE FACTS...

HEARTWORM AFFECTS NEARLY 50 MILLION DOGS
THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA EACH YEAR!

Heartworm is a serious disease that can affect
any dog. Heartworm isalarge parasitic worm
of the roundworm family that thrivesin adog's
heart. It feeds on nutrientsin the blood stream
and can grow up to 15-30cm. In severe cases
up to 500 worms can infect adog! If left
untreated heartworm can permanently disable
your pet or result in death.

Mosquitoes transmit heartworm disease. When
adog infected with heartworm is bitten the
mosquito takes up immature baby worms,
(microfilariae), aswell asblood. Over 10to 14
days these worms grow into infective larvae
and are transmitted to other dogs during
subsequent blood meals. The larvae eventually
travel to the new dog's heart where they mature
and complete the life cycle by producing new
microfilariae.

Heartworms usually cause no outward signs
until the disease is advanced. Typical signs of
the disease are: chronic cough, laboured
breathing, premature fatigue, lack of energy

CONTINUED OVER

and heart attack after exertion. A simple
blood test conducted by your veterinarian can
quickly determine whether your pet is
infected. If the dog isnot infected a
preventive program should beinitiated as
soon as possible. A lengthy treatment
program could be necessary if testsrevea an
infestation.

Should your pet devel op heartworm disease,
treatment can be dangerous and costly, so
prevention is far more desirable. A program
of medication or a single injection can protect
your pet during the mosguito season.
Prevention can also halt the devel opment of
any infective heartworm larvae that have been
passed on by mosquito bites, effectively
breaking the heartworm life cycle. No
maturing larvae means no further production
of microfiliarae, eliminating the source of

mosquito transmissions to other animals.
*INFO TAKEN FROM VARIOUS HEARTWORM PREVENTION
PAMPHLETS THAT ARE AVAILABLE IN HOSPITAL
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This month some of our staff members attended a seminar

onLIFE LONG DEWORMING . This seminar outlined
the importance of deworming to keep our patients
their families healthy. A review ofobnoses (animal
diseases that can be transmitted to humanigs fleas

andheartworm diseaswas all covered.
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Just for

laughs...

Hey...did
ya hear
about the
dog who
wouldn’t
get
weighed?
He was
afraid of
“dog
pounds”!




